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Facts & Fiction

Swindon

* STEAM Museum tells the story of the men and women who built,
operated and travelled on the Great Western Railway.

* Richard Jefferies, author of The Bevis books based ‘The New Sea’
on Coate Water.

* The largest group of Iron Age cauldrons in Europe was discovered
close to the centre of Chiseldon village.

Chippenham

* The poet Samuel Joseph Coleridge lived in Calne.

* Black Dog Halt railway station was a private stop for Lord
Lansdowne of Bowood House.

* Alexander Keiller Museum in Avebury has one of the most
significant prehistoric archaeological collections in Britain.

Melksham

* Melksham was a Spa town in the 19th century.

* Lacock Abbey is known as the birthplace of photography.
The Fox Talbot Museum here celebrates this.

* Melksham has a long history of Quakerism.

Trowbridge

* The Kennet & Avon Canal is 87 miles long and has 104 locks.

* Caen Hill Locks is a remarkable flight of 29 locks on the Kennet
and Avon Canal.

* Grand Avenue in Savernake Forest was designed by the
great English 18th century landscape architect - Lancelot
(Capability) Brown.

Westbury

* The Westbury White Horse is the largest of the remaining
8 White Horses in Wiltshire.

* Cley Hill by Longleat is a famous UFO hotspot.

* Devizes has more than 500 listed buildings.
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Also available: Transwilts Railway & Walks

558
Great Ja2]
GWR %\gls\ff;; Community Rail

Accredited Partnership
2020-21

South Western
7 Railway

Community

Rail Network W|Itsh|re Counarl

W

TransWilts

Connecting Wiltshire’s Communities
Email: info@transwilts.org

www.transwilts.org

Registered address: Dryfields House, Bristol Road, Chippenham, Wilts. SN14 6LG

Community Interest Company
(Company number 9397959 registered in England and Wales)

Share your stories

We would love to hear from you.

y TranswiltsCIC Transwilts Transwilts_

Writer & Editor: Anne-Louise Perez / yourstreetconsulting@gmail.com
Design: Susan Taylor / hello@susantaylordesign.co.uk
www.taylorandperez.com

All information on this leaflet correct at time of print - September 2020
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TransWilts

'

TransWilts Railway & Cycling

Swindon ¢ Chippenham ¢ Melksham
Trowbridge ¢ Westbury




Swindon cycle rides

Chiseldon - 5.4 miles

m +»>» Start at train station

The Swindon to Marlborough Railway Path NCR 45 is sign posted
to the right from the station. As you cycle down through Coate
Water Park note the impressive distinctive feature - a tall art
deco diving board which rises majestically out of the 56 acre
reservoir. This gentle, peaceful & traffic-free old railway path,
takes you to Chiseldon passing pretty scenery. Return the same
way, or as you reach Coate Water Park go left still on NCR 45
through Croft Wood & back via Rushy Platt Nature Reserve to
the station.

Malborough - 12.7 miles
m m > Start at train station

Follow signage to the right from the train station on the
designated cycle paths to Coate Water Park. On the south
side of the park, pedal along the traffic-free path NCR 45 to
Chiseldon. Here, cycle east on New Street, and right back onto
NCR45. Continue south on the NCR 482, cycling via the North
Wessex Downs, passing through the pretty Ogbourne villages,
before arriving in Marlborough.

Avebury - 12 miles

m > Start at train station

From the station take the NCR 45 on the left. This takes you
along the canal past Rushy Platt Nature Reserve. Follow the
route all the way to Avebury - where you will find some of the
greatest marvels of prehistoric Britain. The village of Avebury is
world famous for its spectacular stone circle.

DISCOVER: Richard Jefferies Museum ¢ Chiseldon Museum
* Rushy Platt Nature Reserve * Alexander Keiller Museum

Melksham cycle rides

Lacock - 4 miles
403 »»> &% ﬁl NT start at Murray Walk

Leave the station by way of Bath Road, turning left onto
Beanacre Road, then turn onto Scotland Road, which becomes
Murray Walk. Cross the River Avon to follow NCR 403 all the way
to the unspoiled village of Lacock & its handsome Abbey.

Bath - 16.5 miles
EXY 4 | 403 »»» Tn NT iJ Start at Murray Walk

Cross the River Avon at Murray Walk and head south along
NCR 403 Millenium Riverside Walk through King George V
Park. Leave the park to Lowbourne Road. Keep cycling south
along the 4083 route until you reach Semington Bridge, where
you switch westward on NCR 4. This quiet ride leads along the
Kennet & Avon Canal Towpath and is traffic-free, passing through
picture perfect Bradford on Avon, and some important historic
aqueducts before then arriving in Bath via Pulteney Bridge.

Bristol - 33 miles

4

Cycle to Bath (as above) southward on NCR 403 and picking up
NCR 4 at Semington Bridge to cycle west to Bath along the Kennet
and Avon Canal Towpath. Just before the Avoncliff Aqueduct
cross the River Avon to continue pedalling along the towpath. In
Bath make your way south to Bath Spa station (cycling by Green
Park). At the end of the path at Nelson Villas the BBRP is on
the left.It’s now traffic-free all the way to Bristol along a disused
railway path.

403 BBRP »»» “m P start at Murray Walk

DISCOVER: Fox Talbot Museum « Lacock Abbey
The Courts Garden (NT) « Bristol Harbourside

Westbury cycle rides

Westbury White Horse - 3 miles
et _&i Start at train station

From the station turn right onto Station Road and stay on it until
a left takes you on to the Market Place and King Alfred Street.
Here turn onto Gibbs Close southbound to Newtown. This soon
becomes Long River Road, and it’s a left turn off here (just after a
horse riding centre) to the White Horse Car Park. Park your bike,
& walk the short climb to this striking and legendary Wiltshire feature.

Frome to Longleat - 4.5 miles

ke m _h-t NT start at train station

From Westbury train station hop on a short train journey to the
fine looking and independently-minded town of Frome. From
Frome train station cycle west towards Station Approach & then
right. Take a slight left onto NCR 24 then left onto Lockhill (NCR
24). Staying on the route takes you left onto Keyford, then shortly
after a left onto Feltham Lane. This quiet lane takes you all the
way to Longleat Estate House.

Devizes - 11.5 miles

> n .i't iJ Start at train station

From Westbury train station jump on a train to Trowbridge. A
lovely cycle ride awaits you, traffic-free along the Kennet & Avon
Canal Towpath. See Trowbridge cycle rides

Swindon
® Lawns Park
® Coate 'd
Rushy Platt Water Park
® Nature Reserve m
[ 45
3 ° ® Chiseldon
=
< Croft Wood 482
o
:‘4‘ ® Malborough
% ° o
@ Avebury Savernake Forest
®
o [ 45 |
=

Chippenham

=>

Monkton Park @ m
s EA
\ Calne
N0 % Avebur
River » ° J

Malborough

Bowood House e

& Gardens m
 Melksham ] )
Lacock

mimales”
(NT)
Bristol s
)
Pultengy. > 9
Bridgé g (] N
N 3
Bath & Murray Walk b2
o [& .
Dundas Q\ﬂe“s‘ng
- s
The C & ®King George V
e CourlS ~ Park
n Garden (NT)
)
Avoncliff @ 5]
Bradford on Avon
Semington
e1-& AvoN CANAL ° o
W
«
\, .
Trowbridge
Rl st Savernake
RIVER KENWET EO%
Lockridge Dene L °
& Piggledene (NT)” v“"“ CANAI Great
)
A Bedwyn
& e Caen y

S Locks Hill Bevizes
& ll Locks

% ® Brick Lane

® Trowbridge Park

Biss Meadows @
CountryPark

Westbury

AVON CANAL n
WNET & °

Trowbridge o“ ) Devizes
4 | Caen
Hill Locks

’H

Westbury Lake

°
—— Bratton Camp
& White Horse
® Frome
® Horse Riding

Centre

s ® Cley Hill (NT

<R g0 ey Hill (NT)

a

® | ongleat House

Maps for illustrative purposes only

KEY

&@ Leisurely _‘_1 Picnic area
&@ &9 Moderate m Cafe/restaurant
% &@ &@ Challenge d% Cycle hire

National Trust

iJ Pub NT
NATIONAL CYCLE ROUTES

Kennet & Avon Canal Towpath

Colliers Way

Swindon to Marlborough Railway Path

45 ]
[ 403 | North Wiltshire Rivers Route
482

Chiseldon to Marlborough Railway Path

Bristol & Bath Railway Path

Check out the Helpful Links page to help plan your cycle route

Chippenham cycle rides

Calne - 6 miles

[ 403 S V) ) i] Start at train station

From the train station, head southwest & left on to Cocklebury
Road cycling past Wiltshire College & University Centre. Take a
left on to Eastern Avenue, and pick up the NCR 4083 trail, a disused
railway path with some pretty riverside runs - a part of the North
Wiltshire Rivers Route. In Calne arrive at Castlefields Canal &
River Park and explore this historic little town which sits on the
banks of the River Marden on the edge of the North Wessex Downs.

Bowood House - 15 miles

m O ﬁ Start at train station

From the train station, as above head to Calne along the NCR
403 a disused railway path with some pretty riverside runs. In
Calne cross Castlefields Park and head southwest along the
route towards Bowood House - the route leads you on the
outskirts of this estate around Bowood Lake and up via Derry
Hill then Stanley & back northwest crossing the River Avon to
Chippenham.

Avebury & Marlborough - 21 miles
ETE > NT i) Start at train station

This route takes you to historic towns and villages, along
picturesque rivers, and through Wiltshire’s Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. Cycle along the NCR 403 to Calne as above,
and continue on this pleasant & relaxing ride eastward
passing the pretty village of Cherhill, where the 2nd largest
white horse can be seen in the distance & also visited. Arrive
in Avebury known for its Neolithic stone circle. The final
stretch takes you to the splendid thriving market town of
Marlborough that sits on the River Kennet.

Trowbridge cycle rides

River Biss & Biss Meadows
Country Park - 2 miles

> _*i Start at Trowbridge Park

This bike ride starts in Trowbridge Park, a few minutes east
of the train station. Leave the station taking a left to Station
Approach and cycle round via Hill Street, Church Street and
Silver Street to bring you to Trowbridge Park. By the pond you'll
go under the busy County Way (still on a path) which then brings
you out by the tree-lined River Biss. Keep southeast on the path,
hugging the river until you reach your destination - home to an
abundance of wildlife.

Devizes - 11.5 miles

n > iJ Start at train station

Leave the station direction northwest towards Langford Road -
you should be cycling parallel to the train tracks. Turn left onto
Brick Lane and cross over the bridge then right onto the Kennet
& Avon Canal Towpath. This is traffic-free and will take you all
the way to Devizes. On route you’ll cycle by many locks including
the pretty Seend Locks and the impressive Caen Hill Locks. The
town deserves your time; it has plenty of independent shops and
some great riverside and town places to eat.

Marlborough via Great Bedwyn
- 40 miles

n m > W’ NT i] Start at train station

This cycle ride takes you along the Kennet & Avon Canal
Towpath all the way east to the idyllic village of Great
Bedwyn. Cycle through this lush countryside flanking the edge
of the North Wessex Downs an Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty. The final stretch at Great Bedwyn leads you onto the
NCR 403 north which takes you through Savernake Forest to
Marlborough, which sits on the River Kennet. Marlborough has a
great selection of independent eateries to refresh at.

DISCOVER: Trowbridge Museum * Caen Hill Locks
+ Wiltshire Museum - Lockeridge Dene & Piggledene (NT)



