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TransWilts shortlisted for six awards 

Around Great Britain, on some 50 local, regional and 
secondary railway lines, communities, local authorities and 
volunteers work together under stations friends’ groups and 
community rail partnerships (formal or informal) for the 
promotion of services and the use of services on the lines, 
and for the full use of railway facilities for other activities 
where they're not required for a transport role.  Thousands of 
volunteers get involved with hundreds of communities and 
make a very real difference.  For every pound invested in 
supporting these activities, £4.20 of local benefit accrues 
according to the Department for Transport. 
 
Each year, the Association of Community Rail Partnerships 
(of which most friends’ groups and partnerships are 
members) run a national awards competition to showcase 

best practise, and to help say "thank you" to the hardworking volunteers, local authority supporters 
and rail companies who make such a big difference.   This year, local nominations were invited by 
June, and to our knowledge there were ten submissions relating to the TransWilts.   
 
A shortlist was published last month and six out of ten of the TransWilts submissions have made it 
to the shortlist. Being shortlisted (in itself) is an achievement - last year there were over 100 entries 
in the most-contested category (individual volunteer) and to make the top handful is in itself declaring 
the entry as a regional winner to be thanked, admired and emulated. 
 
The ten TransWilts entries are online at http://twcrp.info/acorp2016  (in a single document at that 

address).   
Picking out the TransWilts entries: 
Category 4. TransWilts CRP, Wiltshire Council & Great Western Railway - Melksham Station 
Improvements  
Category 5. Brenda Chandler, Bowerhill Villager - The Bowerhill Villager  
Category 7a. Paul Johnson & Horace Prickett - TransWilts CIC - Wilton in Salisbury Business Event  
Category 7b. TransWilts CRP & Great Western Railway – The Weymouth Wizard  
Category 8. (Individual volunteer contribution) Lisa Ellis – TransWilts CRP  
Category 10. Lisa Ellis, Paul Johnson - Travel Wallets and Mini Timetables  
 
That list is truly remarkable for one of the newest and smallest CRPs in the UK!  WELL DONE 
everyone. 
 
Third, second and first places are to be announced at a Gala Dinner in Southport on 29th September, 
which will be attended by those shortlisted or representatives of the organisations, sponsored for the 
evening by Great Western Railway and for the journey by the Community Rail Partnership and Great 
Western. Not only is this event a "Thank you" to those people who put in so much hard work behind 
the scenes, but it's also an excellent opportunity for them to meet others doing similar things (or 
perhaps different things we might want to do in the future!) on their lines / at their stations.    
  



Guided Walks 

If anyone missed the July and August guided walks between Melksham and Trowbridge, a group s 
will be repeating the walk on Saturday 15th October.  11:02 train from Melksham to Trowbridge, then 
walk back - or join at Trowbridge at about 11:20 and catch the 15:03 or 15:48 back from Melksham.  
"Longdog and Lurcher walk" - dogs welcome and there will be lots of greyhounds and greyhound 
crosses! 

 

Steam Cancelled 

Plans to bring a steam train along the TransWilts later this month have been cancelled.  Problems 
with the locomotive and late notice engineering work, which would have affected the return journey, 
have forced Steam Dreams to call off the trip between Banbury and Kingswear on September 24th. 

New Station Manager for Westbury 

GWR have appointed James Wilcox as the new station manager for 
Wiltshire and Dorset, based at Westbury.  He replaces the popular Nick 
Reid who has moved to take charge of stations in South Devon.  

The TransWilts CRP wishes Nick well in his new role and thanks him for 
all he has done and looks forward to working with James in the future. As 
well as Westbury, his area of responsibility includes Warminster, Dilton 
Marsh and Trowbridge. 

  



Late Evening train for the TransWilts? 

 

In connection with the talk by Graham Ellis to the West Wiltshire Rail Users Group on the history of 
Melksham Station, Past, Present & Future on the 9th September in Westbury, GWR kindly laid on a 
21:20 service from Westbury to Chippenham via Melksham, which then waited at Chippenham to 
connect with the 20:45 departure from London.  Although primarily for those who had attended the 
talk, the service – which had not generally been advertised – did provide transport for a handful of 
others.  The service was run as a trial to sort out any operational difficulties concerning the possible 
introduction of later services on the route through Melksham. 

Slides from Graham’s talk at http://melksh.am/ppf … and please ask if you would like this talk to be 
repeated (tailored as appropriate) for your community group 

Revamp for Salisbury to Swindon buses 

Salisbury Reds have revised the route of the X5 bus service between Salisbury and Swindon to 
make the end to end journey time 20 minutes quicker.  The bus will no longer serve Chiseldon nor 
the Great Western Hospital, where congestion has been the source of long delays.  It will, however, 
stop on the main road outside.   The bus, which runs hourly throughout most of the day Monday to 

Saturday, will now take typically an hour and 55 minutes to complete the journey 

Looking ahead 
 
The successful three year trial of extra trains between Swindon and Westbury along the TransWilts 
concludes on 10th December 2016.  We anticipate announcements within the next few weeks as to 
the shape of services for 2017, including financial arrangements as the three year LSTF grant to 
Wiltshire Council ends.  Indications are that train services are secure - there will be little immediate 
change from 11th December and indeed the recent trend of incremental improvement is likely to 
continue.  (More in the next issue!) 



 

Severn Tunnel 

Until the 21st October, the railway between Bristol Parkway, Severn Tunnel Junction and Filton 
Abbey Wood will be closed while Network Rail carry out preparation work for the electrification of the 
Patchway and Severn tunnels.    

The railway is keen to stress it is still open for business with trains being diverted to reduce the need 
for rail replacement buses.  Hourly services to and from London and South Wales will take a longer 
route between Swindon and Newport and not call at Bristol Parkway which will be served by a 
separate hourly service to London over the usual route and a bus replacement to Newport.  Stopping 
services between Cardiff and Taunton/Portsmouth Harbour will also operate from Bristol Parkway.  
More details are available at www.gwr.com 

Melksham group renamed 

The Melksham Rail Users Group is the new name for the Melksham Railway Development Group 
which operates under the umbrella of the TransWilts CiC.  The organisation has its origins in the mid 
1990s when the services calling at Melksham were at a low ebb.  In those days it was very much 
developing a case for improved services so the users would come.  The change of name recognises 
the success it has enjoyed in promoting and campaigning over the years. 

Paul Johnson, chair of the TransWilts CIC, presented the 
chair of the Rail Development Group - Peter Blackburn with 
a crystal vase to celebrate the success of the group at its 
June Meeting. 

GWR MD Mark Hopwood wrote; “This is another important 
milestone in the development of the line and recognises 
that the TransWilts, and Melksham station, are truly up and 
running and working well.  "Everyone at GWR is so pleased 
with the phenomenal success of the line since we worked 
with you, and Wiltshire Council, to provide the extra 
services, and we look forward to further improvements.” 

 
"The Melksham Group has worked incredibly hard to transform the provision of services. You should 
be very proud of all you have achieved and I wanted to formally record my gratitude and thanks; with 
your track record I know you will be an active, and enthusiastic Rail Users' Group and we look forward 
to continuing our work with you as Melksham continues to go from strength to strength." 

It is interesting to note that many members of the group have been involved since it started 20 years 
and have been dedicated to the cause since then.  It is equally heartening that at the June meeting 
there were sufficient new members to ensure a healthy future. 

Next meeting at 6.30pm at Well House Manor, 48 Spa Road, Melksham SN12 7NY on 5th October 
- celebration of 20 years and looking ahead.  Formal proceedings from 7.30pm.  All welcome 

 
 

 


