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TransWilts earns Designation!

See inside for what it means!

29th September 2016 – an historic day
At the Association of Community Rail Partnership awards evening at Southport, Rail Minister Paul
Maynard formally announced that the route between Swindon and Westbury had been awarded
Designated Line status.
Great Western Railway will continue to operate passenger services. However, it will be with the
support of the TransWilts Community Rail Partnership, comprising local organisations, train
operators, Wiltshire Council, rail users and other interest groups. The partnership will have direct
input in securing better services and station facilities for customers, including Chippenham and
Melksham stations, which also fall under the proposals.
In presenting the certificate, Mr Maynard said: “The TransWilts line is vital to local communities in
Wiltshire and it is right that passengers will now have a greater say in the shape of its future.
Designating the line as a community rail service will breathe new life into this route and ensure its
long term future. Improved connections between Swindon and Westbury mean better journeys for
customers and a boost for the local economy.”

GWR managing director Mark Hopwood added: “I am delighted that the TransWilts route between
Westbury and Swindon is being recognised in this way. Community rail provides some of our fastest
growing and most reliable services, and customer growth in TransWilts services has been
exceptional. Building on the six new TransWilts services launched in December 2013, we were very
pleased to introduce a further two services in May working in partnership with Wiltshire Council and
the TransWilts Community Rail Partnership. I know they will continue to go from strength to strength
following the decision to designate the line and I offer my sincere congratulations to all involved.”
Paul Johnson, Chairman of the TransWilts CiC paid tribute to all those who had helped in the
process: “We are delighted to achieve our service designation which recognises the efforts and
support of our local members and volunteers in establishing improved local services. Since our
service was established in December 2013, passenger numbers have grown rapidly and we have
reached our five year target in just two years. The designation is important because it formalises
the status of TransWilts and gives us access to some additional support, including funding. An early
priority for us will be to see how our designation can help us improve the coordination between local
bus and rail services along our route.”

Wizard weaves his magic
The publicity drive to attract users of the TransWilts to take
the 2015 summer Saturday train to Weymouth won the
prestigious Best Marketing Campaign at the annual ACoRP
Awards for the TransWilts CRP and GWR.
Engineering work elsewhere meant there was an eight coach
HST making a direct journey from Swindon to Weymouth via
Chippenham and Westbury – The Weymouth Wizard. With
extra seating capacity and plenty of space to covey
pushchairs and paraphernalia for the beach it was an ideal
opportunity to attract people to rail.
A survey taken on one of the Saturday services asked where
the people travelling had heard of the Weymouth Wizard.
Chippenham and Swindon joiners responded about 50%
station and National Rail advertising, 35% from social media and 15% were staff or enthusiasts.
Three weeks later the estimate moved to 40% station, 50% social media, 10% staff or enthusiast.
Customers had a great day, many of them remarking they will be making more rail trips as a result.

Swindon travel passes
Smartcards issued by Stagecoach in Swindon and Thamesdown Buses can now be used on the
other company’s vehicles if they are loaded with a travel pass. Previously passengers had to obtain
a paper ticket to show their entitlement to the other driver. Cards loaded with cash for occasional
journeys are not transferable.

A busy summer
With the darker evenings it is a chance to reflect on what has been a busy summer for members of
the TransWilts Community Rail Partnership as it looks to keep reinforcing the message that the
railway between Swindon and Westbury opens up a whole range of travel opportunities.

In August the village of Imber on Salisbury Plain was opened to the public. The area was
evacuated during the war to provide a military training area and has been deserted ever since.
The TransWilts promoted use of the train to Warminster to connect with the special buses running
to and from the village.
The Melksham Food and
River Festival gave the CRP
the chance to talk face to face
with existing and potential
passengers.
An ad hoc survey on the day
put a desire for more frequent
trains at the top of the list,
along with improved facilities
at Melksham station, earlier
and later trains and direct
trains to Bath.
If you are organising an event
in the future and would like to
involve us we would be
pleased to hear from you.

It’s good to stay friends
Friends of the TransWilts whose memberships expire at the end of October will shortly be receiving
reminders to renew. We very much hope you will sign up for another year as we look to build on the
successes of the last 12 months.
New members are also very welcome – see http://transwilts.org/tw/friends-area

Is it too early to mention Christmas?
We are very lucky this year to have obtained the services of a Mr S Claus who will be dressed in
Red and White and arrive in Chippenham (where there are parking facilities for his reindeer) on
December 4th. He will be travelling on the TransWilts train, which is being doubled in length for the
day (thank you GWR) and distributing presents to the children.
Advanced booking will be essential as Santa fits this visit in amongst his busy December schedule
- details are being finalised and it is planned that tickets on sale from 15th October. Put it in your
diary now - probably two trips starting around 13:45 and 17:45, each lasting around an hour.
Organised by the Melksham Rail User Group, who have a longstanding working relationship with
Santa - this will be the 21st year!
TransWilts Chairman to speak in Bath
The November meeting of the Severnside Branch of Railfuture will feature a talk by Paul Johnson,
the chairman of the TransWilts CiC. He will have updates on our progress so far, what is happening
following the line receiving Designated status and his hopes for the future. The meeting begins at
2pm on Saturday 19th November at the Manvers Street Baptist Church (BA1 1JW) close to Bath
Spa Station. All are welcome.
Wilton Update
Whilst there appears to have been little visible progress, a lot has been going on behind the scenes.
Before we can build a new station we need to resolve two key issues.
Firstly we need a frequent
rail service to serve the
station. We were therefore
most encouraged to find
that our campaigning and
submissions to the South
West
Franchise
Specification Consultation
has resulted in the
inclusion of a requirement
for
the
successful
Franchisee
to
make
proposals for optimised
use
of
Specified
Routes. Two of these,
Southampton Airport – Salisbury – Swindon, and Portsmouth – Southampton – Bristol, would both
potentially serve a Wilton Parkway Station. We await January 2017 before we know the successful
bidder (either GWR First or SWT Stagecoach) with the new franchise starting from June 2017. We
are hoping for some early discussions on the TransWilts Southampton Airport route extension as
the first report to the DfT on “Specified Routes” is required by December 2017.
Secondly we need funding to carry out preliminary design work, start the Network Rail “GRIP”
feasibility process and make a strong economic case. We have made some outline proposals on
how the station site could be funded by supporting a development including housing and potentially
a hotel. Such a development could provide some initial funding opportunity based on the advantage
of including a station in the overall scheme. The development has local support from Wilton Estate,
Wilton Town Council, local business and the local Salisbury MP. The next stage is to find and engage
with a suitable developer and make proposals to Wiltshire Council.

Severn Tunnel Update
As regular passengers travelling west from Swindon to Bristol Parkway and South Wales will know,
the Severn Tunnel has been closed since mid-September as Network Rail carries out a six week
project to prepare the tunnel for electrification.
The work, which would have taken
five years if fitted into night time
and weekend sessions only, will
see overhead wires installed
above both lines through the four
mile tunnel.
The
works
are
being
masterminded from a temporary
“village” on part of the site of Filton
Airfield. From there teams are
working in shifts 24 hours a day to
complete the work before the route
re-opens on the 22nd October.

Special supports have been
developed to cope with damp
conditions within the tunnel.
Everyday 50 million litres of fresh
water are pumped from the area –
equivalent to 20 Olympic size
swimming pools.
When the full route is electrified
the new trains it will enable to run
will cut over 20 minutes off the
journey time between London and
Swansea and offer more seats per
train as well.
Happy Birthday HST
The 4th October 2016 marked the 40th anniversary of the InterCity 125 High Speed Train entering
passenger service between London and Bristol.
As part of the celebrations, GWR have repainted one of their
power cars in the so called “Swallow” livery – the last carried by
the trains in British Rail days. It joins a second power car which
was painted in the original 1976 livery earlier this year and
unveiled by Sir Kenneth Grange who designed the iconic trains.
At 40 years old the trains are at least ten years older than the
single car class 153s which ply up and down the TransWilts Line.

