
NEWSLETTER TEN – JUNE 2017 

NEW TIMETABLE OFFERS CHANCE OF SUNDAY SEASIDE TRIP 

The May timetable change sees weekday services on the TransWilts line between Swindon and 
Westbury unchanged but does herald the re-introduction of the early Sunday morning service which 
leaves Swindon at 09:26 and, via a change at Westbury, gives an 11:54 arrival into Weymouth.  A 
nearly six hour stay by the coast is possible before returning at 17:56 and arriving into Swindon at 
20:26.  A return from Swindon is £17.50 for an adult, with discounts available for children, 
railcardholders and those travelling in groups. 

 
The added good news is the early Sunday 
service will continue in a modified form after 
the summer period.  Due to continuing 
engineering work on the main line the 
service cannot cover the full route but will 
operate between Westbury and Melksham.  
The train will leave Westbury at 09:00, 
calling at Trowbridge and arriving at 
Melksham at 09:15 before returning five 
minutes later.  It marks an important step 
as it is the first train to reverse direction on 
the single line and may offer the possibility 
of other similar services. 

 
More buses between Royal Wootton Bassett and Swindon 
Swindon’s two major bus companies have dramatically increased the number of buses running west 
from Swindon to Royal Wootton Bassett.  Previously Stagecoach service 55 operated three times 
an hour along with one bus from 
Coachstyle on its way to and from 
Malmesbury.  In mid May Thamesdown 
added a new route R1 which runs four 
times an hour.  The service has been 
launched with new vehicles, the first to be 
painted in the company’s new livery.  
Stagecoach have now responded by 
increasing the daytime frequency on their 
service 55 to six an hour – making 11 
buses every 60 minutes during the day.  All 
buses stop outside Swindon Railway 
Station on their way to the bus station and 
Day Rider plus tickets are valid on both 
Thamesdown and Stagecoach services. 
 
2016 Annual Report 

A round up of the events of 2016 has been published.  It also contains details of the plans for the 

coming years.  If you would like a copy by post, free of charge, please email friends@transwilts.org 

  



 

TransWilts meets the people in Salisbury 
Representatives of the TransWilts CiC were in Salisbury for 
the city’s Big Business Event in April.   
 
Over two days business leaders and members of the public 
were able to see the latest plans for Wilton Parkway station, 
which will provide a fast option into the city avoiding the usual 
traffic delays on the road.  It would also offer the prospect of 
day trips to Stonehenge without the need to come into 
Salisbury City Centre.    
 
Several people and organisations signed up as Friends during 
the course of the two days. 
 
Summer Engineering work 
Work to electrify the Great Western Mainline continues this summer as the project continues west.  
After the Bank Holiday closures around Swindon, there will be similar disruption during the weekend 
of the 10th and 11th June.  Over that weekend only trains to and from Cheltenham Spa will operate 
from Swindon.  Buses will provide links to Bristol Parkway, Chippenham, Didcot, Patchway and 
Reading for connections to diverted services to Wales and the West.  Train services from Westbury 
will operate via Melksham to Chippenham. 
 
Then from the 8th until the 16th July the work moves to the Chippenham area.  During the week an 
hourly shuttle train will run between Chippenham and Bristol Temple Meads and there will also be a 
train every 60 minutes between Swindon and Bristol which will not call at either Chippenham or Bath 
Spa.  Bath will be served by the Chippenham shuttle and an hourly train between London and Bristol.  
Once again trains will run between Westbury and Chippenham only.   
 
2017 AGM 
The TransWilts CiC held its Annual General Meeting at Well House Manor in Melksham in May.  
Community Rail Officer Graham Ellis outlined the 
progress made during the last year.  The highlight was 
achieving designated status for the line which was 
marked by a visit by the Rail Minister Paul Maynard in 
March.  The partnership also won the ACoRP award 
for best marketing campaign for the Weymouth Wizard 
while the renamed Melksham Rail Users Group 
celebrated 20 years of campaigning.   

Chairman Paul 
Johnson looked 
forward with 
work continuing to prove the viability of an hourly service from 
Westbury to Southampton Airport.   
 
Wilton Parkway remains very much a focus and plans are 
being progressed to improve Melksham Station assisted by a 
£60,000 grant from the GWR Customer and Communities 
Improvement Fund. 

 
Stakeholder meeting cancelled 
The planned TransWilts stakeholder event on June 8th has been cancelled following the 
announcement of the General Election on the same day. 
  



GWR updates TransWilts on its plans 
Dan Okey, GWR’s Regional Development Manager – West, was the guest speaker at the TransWilts 

AGM.  In a half hour presentation he 
outlined how GWR has modified its 
plans because of the delays in the 
electrification programme.  Despite 
the fact the diesel trains in the London 
area will not be released as soon as 
had been planned, the company is 
still losing some HSTs to go to 
Scotland before it has the new long 
distance trains to replace them.   
 
This will mean in the short term diesel 
trains which would have headed west 
will be needed to cover some 
journeys currently operated by the 
HSTs. 

 
In the meantime it is still hoped the current one carriage train on the TransWilts can be augmented 
when rolling stock allows to 
reduce the overcrowding 
currently being experienced on 
the 15:12 and 17:36 departures 
from Swindon.    
 
Proposals are being drawn up to 
extend the platform at 
Melksham to cater for longer 
trains.   
 
To the east new Class 387 
trains are now running as far as 
Maidenhead and will soon be 
extended to Reading.  This has 
provided extra capacity for hard 
pressed Thames Valley 
commuters. 
 
Imber Day 
Imber, the village on Salisbury Plain which was evacuated during World War Two to provide a 
training ground for the Army, will be open for three days over the August Bank Holiday weekend.  
On Saturday 26th August buses will run from outside Warminster Station to the village with 
connections from TransWilts line stations.  More details at http://www.imbervillage.co.uk/  
 

 



TransWilts takes part in national launch of Scenic Rail 
 
Members of the TransWilts were at London’s Waterloo station in 
May to join in the launch of a campaign to highlight the many 
scenic areas of Britain which are accessible by train. 
 
Alongside colleagues from the Three Rivers Community Rail 
Partnership, they spoke to commuters and other passengers as 
they made their way along the concourse. 
 
The campaign, which is backed by a new website, is well 
illustrated and divided into six regions of England as well as 
Scotland and Wales.   
 

The TransWilts line is featured with its views alongside the River Avon, historic Salisbury Cathedral 
and Swindon’s STEAM museum. 
 

 
 
As well as the event at Waterloo there were stands at many London termini and at principal regional 
stations around the country. 
 
Forgotten your password? 
All friends have access to the members only area on the website where briefing documents and 
other information is available.  If you cannot remember your password please email 
friends@transwilts.org and we can arrange for you to be re-advised. 
 
 

 


